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CilAP'lKU I.
Tlilllp Strons could not decide what

The postman Hint ovpulns; had
uuukiil nun itvu ifiieis, Him lie iimi
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Ml ljj't. Philip, 111 ho up In a mln- -
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1'lidlp smiled quaintly. "Yes. I am.

"m ill a strait betwixt two. Let nie.. i .. i .it .'e:m inesr 111111 in i wi mm'.

So h bcy.111 at once, and wo will
to

(,AI 1RY (,'HIKCH, MII.T01.
l't. .n mi in. ; go

I)i sr in "is of the Milton Calvary
nur rid a w k. it was voted unanimously

r r rtil t a i.l'l in become pastor ot this
r h ai n j! ,i ' noo a year. We trut tint

t) d in aMordame with the will of
llrad f the iliurih to afcrpt this decision nn
I if ai aiv churrli mil lirroinn it at putor.

nnr ii in ir'i ill t miiiii lull mill ii.m i
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t iwn tt M the ptronzf.t in mffiilirrlup atiii

on ns me prron mrm rmmrnii) nitPii to rn hip

i with ou, In hchal! ot the chuirh. er
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f tnirman of thr Hoard of Trusters.
"Whnt do you think of that. Sn- -

iinni i i niiiji ..liiiui u.i lit utufi!"
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'What, vou nii'iconary llttlp Pfoature,

'If I dul not think of It oner In
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j
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"Oh, well, that may be. Sarah. Hut

went on without, d Iseiissliiir tins nalnrv
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"What do you think of that?" asked
the iniulst. r again.

'The .salary Is just the same, isn't
It ?"

'Vow, Sarah," said the minister, "If
t ilirln'r know wluit n t'onciiiiis. iinself.
ish heart you really have. I should get,
very vrxed at you for talking about
th( salary as if that was the most

t li mi. "
'The salary Is very important, though.

r.ut you km w, Philip. 1 would be as
willing as you are to live on no salary
If the grocer and butcher would con-- 1

Unne to feed us for nothing. I wish
from the bottom of my heart that we
could live without money."

Ml is a bother, isn't it?" replied Phil- -

lp, so gravely that his wife laughed
heartily at his tone.

'Well, the question l. what to do,
Willi the letters." resumed the minister.

'Willi h of the two churches do you
prefer''" asked bis wife.

i would ruber go to the Chapel Hill,
church as far as my preference is con-- ,

corned."
"Then why not accept their call, If

that is tlie way jou feel?"
"Hecaiiso, while I should like to go'

to Klmdale, I feel as If I ought to ;o to
Milton."

'Sow, Philip, I don't see why, in a
choice of i wis kind, you don't do as
you feel inclined lo do and accept tlie
call Hint pleiries you inn-,1- . Wh. should
ministers- - be doing asIiiii they ought

of what they like? You never
please yoursi If."

"Well, Sarah," replied Philip good
iiatiiredly, "this is tlie way of 11, The
liureh lu Klmdale I lu a university

town, I he alinospliere ol the place is
scholastic. You know I passed four
years of student life there. Willi tho
exception of the schools, there aie not
n thousand people In the village, a
jjuiul, slfiio, dull, rctlted, uiudluitaj

Pit PI is
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place. I lovo the memory of It. I
could lift as tin1 pastor of the
Klnulale church ami preach to an au-

dience of culletse boys eight mouths In
the year and to about .SO roll tied, schol-
arly people the rest of the time. I
could ludulKC my taste for reading and
wtitltif and enjoy a tiilet pastoraKO
there to the end of my days."

'Then, Philip. don't nee why you
don't reply to their call and tell them
you will accept, and we will move at
ouce to 1'lnidale aud live and die there.

Is a beautiful place, and 1 am sure
we could live ery comfortably 011 the
milary and the vacation. There W no
vacation mentioned in Hie other call."

"Hut, on the other hand." continued
the minister, almost as If lie were alone
and arguing uith himself and had not
heard Ms wife's words, "on the other
hand, there is .Milton, a manufacturing
town of "(0.000 people, mostly opera
tives. It is the center of much that lie-- )

loucs to the stirring life of the times in
which we live. The labor nuestloll is
there in tile lives of those operatives.
There are eveli churches of different
denominations, to the best of my
knowledge, all striving after popularity
and power. There is much bind, stern
work to lie done ill Milton by the true
church of Christ, to apply his teachings

men's needs, and somehow I cannot
help hearing a voice Miy: 'Pllillp t'tl'Ollg,

to Miitou aim work tor Christ.
Abandon your dream of a parish where
you may indulge your love of -- cholar-shlp

In the quiet atmosphere of a uni-
versity town and plunge Into the hard,
disagreeable, but necessary work of
this age. Ill the lllmosphere of pbysienl
labor, where irreat (lUoMkms are being
discussed and the masses are engross-
ed in tlie terrible struggle for liberty
and home, where physical life thrusts
Itself out into society, trampling down
the spiritual and intellectual and de-

manding of the church and the preach-- 1

the lighting powers of giants of (ml
restore in men's souls a more just

proportion of the value of the life of
man on earth.'

"So. you see. Surah." the minister
went on after a little pause, "1 want to
1:0 to i:imdi!le. but the Lord nrobablv
wants me to go to Milton.

Mrs. Strong was silent. She had tho
utmost faith in her husband that he
would do exactly what he know he
ought to do when oibe lie decided
what It was. Philip Strong was also
Kllcnt a moment. At last he said,
"Don't you think mi. Sit rah?"

"I don't see how we can always tell
exactly what the Lord wants us to do.
How can you tell that he doesn't want
you to go to Klmdale? Are there not
great opportunities to Intluenee young
ntudeut life in a university town? Will
not some oae uo to Elmdale and be-

come pastor of that church?"
"No doubt there Is a necessary work

to be done there. The only ipiestion is,
Am I the one to do It or is the call to
Milton more imperative? The more I
think of it, the more 1 am convinced
that 1 must go to Milton."

"Theu." said the minister's wife, ris- -

lng suddenly aud speaking with a
mock seriousness that, her husband
fully understood, "I don't see why you
called me up here to decide what you
had evidently settled before you called
me. Do you consider that fair treat- -
meut. sir? It will serve you right If
those biscuits 1 put iu the oven when
you called nie are fallen as completely
as Babylon. And I will make you eat
half a dozen of them, Mr, to punish
you. We cannot afford to waste any- -

thing these times."
"What," cried Philip slyly, "not on

"2,000 a year! Hut I'll cat the biscuits.
They can't possibly be auy worse than
those we had a week after we were
married the ones we bought from tho
bakery, you remember," Philip added
hastily.

"You saved yourself Just In time,
theu," replied the minister's wife. She
came close up to the desk aud in a dlf- -

fercnt tone catd, "Philip, you know I
believe iu you, don't you?"

"Yes," said Philip simply. "I am
sure you do. I urn impulsive and im- -

practical; but, heart aud soul and body
nnd mind, I Mmply want to do the will
of od. Is it not so?"

"1 know it U," blie said, "and if you
Bo to Milton it will bo because you
want to do his will more than to please
yourself.

nun tu,m i uujim iuu luut--r

tonK,lt'
Yes, if you have decided, with my

not

the
said

to them." She hurried down stairs, aud
Philip Strong, with a smile a sigh,
took up wrote replies to
the calls he refusing the

to Klmdale ami accepting the one
to Milton. And so tlie strange story

great hearted man really began,
When he had linlslied writ lng these

letters, Ik- - wrote another, which
throws so light on his eharacler

Ids purpose In going to Milton that
we will that tills story as be- -

lng necessary to Its understanding,
Is tlie letter:

Alfred Two veari ao, we left
the semlnarv, 1011 remember we iioinli."d cieh

....... nl,l.P ..I .... 1..1, l.i ... ... l.

he let ,he o.her know at on.e. 1 did not
Hippnse I came that I should leaie so soon,
but hue wiittcn a which me.nn tho
billiuuiiiK of a new life to inc. The
iliuuli in Milioti has me u call, and I have
aiiepted 'two months a!io my chinih heio
prauit.ill wi nt out ol existeiuti through a

the ihtirih on the street, 'ihe iiistory
of tl'iit is too lonir for rue to

hut sinie II look plan- - I bate been pieaeh-iii-

ua a supply, peiidini,' Ihe ol

atlaiis, and so 1 was at to accept a call
i I must (onfeis tho fall from Milton
w.i a surmise lo inc. I neier been there
(Jou I do nol believe in candidating for a
place), and so I suppose their (huich
lame up here to u to me, 'two y rurs ago
rju'.uink' v - .Id have Induced mo. to to alilton.
Today it seems perfectly clear that the Lord asys
to me. "Co ' tni m iiuttital intimation
i waul a quiet, biholail) fa ia e Will,

l'ni liUKLINGTUN FRI5F .'HESS, THURSO VY. JANUUIY 25. 1UU0.

Mitt ni Is. m you a nMv illrl nnnufar
tnri.in t ti fiili nf vv itltn n hi d It

M iti- - nnil with rial tnok iinil uiimh hr.
In. in iiniy Ihr dmrih quiii' imiiit In mi'mlicr
fIiip The " . ar llonV." mm M ill) ni' inlirri lal

i'i iitid in ulnii j.1 mtirilv if the
famllU'S in the platr. Wh9t I tali do in

tucli a churcli remain! to bo n. Jly prede-
cessor thete, Dr. Brown, was a profound "crmon-Ize- r

and ircneralty liked, I believe. He was a
man of the old seliool unit made no attinpt, t
undri-tirt.- l, to litlns the ilrinh Into t with
the maim. Vou will ray that uth a church is :i

plaro In whlrh to attempt a different work. '

1 do hut necessarily think so. 'I In- church of
Chrft ts in itelf, I beliexr, a powerful encine to
ni in metlon ngairul nil hate Kre.it faith
in the mi uitiersliii of almost any rhiirth in this
(ountrj to accomplish wonderful thlnns tor liu- -

Immi), and I am K"Uig to Miltnn with that'
'

faitli ery utronr; in inc. I feel as it a very Kr"at
wurk could be dune I hire. Think of it, Alticill
A town of Oo.OOO worklnumeti, half of th.'ni

a town wilh nuie than f',1) unburns in full
blast, a town with seven t htm his of in my
cut denominations nil situated on one street and

I iJPI
(IIP cy

"Trim rnnvlnrnl. Ihrit. 1 m, tn MIL
toa.

that ttreet the mot fishlonnble In the p'see, a

the police ritoril-- i show an amount of
crime and depr.iity almost unparalleled in

annals suiclj suih a place presents an
opporlutiltj for the true chunh if thrlt to do
some splendid I hope 1 do not overestimate
the needs of the place. I ha 1 known the cenrrnl
condition et thincrs in Milton eer since you and

did our rummer work in the neighboring; town
of Cllflon. If eier there was irronnd
in Amciica, it is there. I cannot understand jut
Mh) the call coims to tne to o to a place ami
take up wink that in initiy ws is so distasteful
to lie. In one en-.- I shrink it wilh a urn- -

whlih no one except my wife and you
rouht niid.-- r tand. Vou know what an almost
ridiculous excess of sensibility I It sccrns
roni"time impossible for me to do t tic work that
I lie ailiie ministry of this ace demands of a
mm. It alinust lull mo to know th.it nm fntt
cinrtl for all that wy ami do. Ami it know
1h.it the minUm will nU.-).- b the turirrt fr
friticlfm. haw nn almoM moriiitl
frr.ni the tliowjht tli.it people ilo not UVc inc.
tint I nm wt lovrtl liy ovcrylwvly, tin! ct I

lrnw thtt if I rnk tli truth in my pn idling
cnii spnik it without ifjjnrH to ronMiui-rii-
opp is beromo otTrmW! anil in the rnl
dislikf ii'f. I think CJo-- ner m.nle a min with

nittm a rrainff for the loo of hi fellow
men m l . nvl jrt I am ronciou tlnl I

cannot mnkr tin elf umlerMond hy rry nvtny
'Ihry will .ilnns pav, "How roM and un- -

j

8prit Inbh' he when in rfahtr I lop them
with of heart. Now, tlirn, I am
in .niton wun ims compin uiuujjiu oi m

" uml l,,!,r '","'' l'"'" ' '" '"''.I,...!. ..I. . . .11 I i t I
OmiOl tlltx.1 All IIK1V HUIll HI mi, I lll'Ill'
in the rush of the work there 1 shall b able to
fcrtrjt m.iselt. and I hen the work will stand out
prominent ns it oiiRht. With all my doubts of
mself I neicr question Ihe wisdnm of entering
tlie ministry. I have a very pusitiio assurance as
I work that I am doinz what I ouaht to do. And
wht can a m-- n ask more? 1 am not disatl1ed
with the rninlrti v. with my own action wilh- -

In it. It ts the noblest of all professions. 1 feel
proud of it every day. Onlv it is o pre.it tr.it it
makes u man feel small when he inside.

Well, my wife is callinc me to tea. I.et
me knew v.hst )ou do. We shall move to Milton I

pest week, probably; to, If you write, direct
As ever, old chum,

rnair Sr.toxi.
It was characteristic of Philip that

lu tills letter he said nothing about his
call to Klmdale and did tell his col-- 1

lege chum what salary was ottered him
by the church at Milton. As a matter '

of fact, he really forgot all about every- -

thing, tlie one Important event
his decision to go to Milton. He re- -

gardetl it. aud rightly so, us the most
serious step of his life, and while he
had apparently decided the matter very
Quickly It was, reality, the result
a deep conviction that he oueht to go.
He was In the habit of making ids do- -

cislons rapidly. This habit .sometimes
led him into embarrassing mistakes
r.nd once In a great while resulted In
humiliating reversals of opinion, so
that people who did not know ldtn
thought he was tickle and changeable,
I" the present case Philip acted with
his customary quickness nnd knew
verj well that his action uualter
able.

CHAPTKR II.
Within a week Philip Strong had

to Milton, us the church wished
Idm to occupy tho pulpit at once. The
parsonage was a well planned house
next the church, his wife
made everything look very ho like.
The first Sunday evening after Philip
preached in Milton, for the first time,
he with ills wife the
events of the day ns they sat before a
cheerful open lire in tlie large grate,
n wasjate iu the and the ulghts
were sharp aud frosty,

-- Are you tired tonight, Philip?" ask- -
,,, j,is wft,

-- y tlu.' (lav 1)L,(Ml ,.aUlcI. trv.
lM thlllk , Wils n(11.vousV,,, , pmuill 1Mllil wah mt
.... in i.1Kl 11.. n,i,. ,., ,,
IIIH-s- t lull to .siillst'v bis null e:ietliiL'
ilemuiiil on himself In iirenelihiL-- Ami

sermons were both strong nnd effect-
ive. I am sure tlie people im-

pressed. It was very still at both serv-
ices."

Philip was a moment. And his
wife wem on:

"I am sure we shall like it here,
Philip. What do you think?"

"I cannot tell yet. There Is very
much to do."

"I low do you like the church build-
ing?"

"It Is an easy audience room for my
voice. I don't like the arrangement of
the choir over the front door. 1 think
the choir ought lo be down on the plat- -

fonn r,'"1,t "f I'l'"!'''1. tlie rlldo
of the minister."

"That's one of your hobbles, Philip.
Hut the Hinging was good, you
think so?"

"Yes, the choir Is a good one. Tlie
congregation didn't seem to sing much,
and 1 believe in congregational singing,

when there Is a choir. we
can bring Unit about time, I think."

"Now, Philip," said his wife, lu some
alarm, "you are not going to meddle
with the sinning, are you? it will get
you Into trouble. There Is a musical
committee in the church, and such com-
mittees are very setihltlve about any
luleii'eieucc."

help, of course." Uwru was a person lu tlie world to
"Of course, you foolish creature, you whom lm would have put such a quos-kuo-

I could not settle It without you. tioti except his wife.
And as for biscuits- "- .N()i thought yoti'dld splemlidlv. I

"As for the biscuits," the minis-- 1 felt proud of you. You made some
ter's wife, "they will lie settled with- - ,,,.,,,- - gestures, and ouce you put one
out me, If I don't go down and see 0f your hands In your vour
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Well," Haiti Philip, rousing tin a 111

tlr, 'die singing Is a very Important
pail of the Ben Ice. And It mh--uh to
me I ought to have hoiiu tiling linpor
tnnt to t.ay about it. Ititi you need not
fear, Sarah. I'm not going to try to
changi) everything all at once."

Ills wife looked at htm tt little anx-
iously. She had perfect faith In Phil-

ip's honesty of purpose, but she some-

times had a fear of his Impetuous de-

sire to reform the world. After u little
pause she spoke again, changing the
subject.

"What did you think of the congrega-
tion, Philip'.'"

"I enjoyed It. I thought It Avas very
attentive. There was a larger number
out this evening than I had expected."

"Did you like the looks of the peo-

ple?"
"They were all very nicely dressed."
"Now, Philip, you know that Isn't

what I mean. Did you like the peo-
ple's 1'acesV"

"You know I like all sorta aud condi-
tions of men,"

"Yes, but there are audiences and au-

diences. Do you think you will enjoy
preaching to this one In Calvary
church?"

"I think T shall," replied Philip, but
he said It In a tone that might have
meant tt great deal more. Again there,
wtis silence and again the minister's
wife was the first to break It.

"There was a place In your sermon!
tonight, Philip, where you appeared!
the least bit embarrassed, as you seem
sometimes at home when you have,
some writing or some newspaper ar
tlclu on your mind and some one sud-
denly interrupts you with a question a
good way from your thoughts. What
was the matter? Did you forget a
point?"

"No, I'll tell you. From where I

stand on the pulpit platform I can see
through one of the windows over the
front door. There Is a large electric
lamp burning outside, and the light fell
directly on the sidewalk across the
street. From time to time groups of
people went through that band of
light. Of course I could not see their
faces very well, but I soon found otil
that they were mostly the young men
nnd women operatives of the mills.
They were out strolling through tlie
street, which, T am told. Is a favorite
promenade with them. I should think
as mauy as ",0(1 passed by the church
while 1 was preaching. Well, after I

awhile I began to ask myself whether
there was any possible way of getting
those young people to come Into the
church Instead of strolllug past? And
then I looked at the people In front of
mo and saw how different they were
from those outside and wondered if It
wouldn't be better to close up tlie
church and go,mJ preach on the street
where the people are. And so, carry-lu- g

on all that qucstlonlnc with my-

self, while I tried to preach, causing a
little 'embarrassnieut,' as you kindly
call It. In the sermon."

"I should think so! Hut how do you
know, Philip, that those people outside
were lu auy need of your preaching?"

Philip appeared surprised at the
question. He looked ut his wife, aud
her face was serious.

"Why, doesn't everybody need
preaching? They may not stand in
need of my preaching perhaps, but
they ought to have Borne preaching.
And I cannot help thinking of what la
the duty of the church In this place to
the great crowd outside. Something
ought to be done."

"Philip, I am sure your work here
will bo blessed. Don't you think so?"

"I know it will," replied Philip, with
the assurance of a very positive but
spiritually mliuU..l man. He never
thought his Master was honored by
asking him for small things or doubt-In- g

the power of Christianity to do
great things.

And always when he said "I" he
simply meant, not Philip Slrong, but
Christ in Philip Strong. To deny the
power and worth of that Incarnation
was, to his miud, not humility, but
treason.

The Sunday following Philip made
this announcement to the people:

"Beginning with next Sunday morn-- 1

inn, I shall give the llr.st of a series of
monthly, talks on 'Christ and Modern
Society.' It will be my object In the-- e

talks to supiio.se Christ himself as the
one speaking to modern society ou its
sins, lis needs, its opportunities, its
responsibilities, Its everyday life. 1

shall try to be entirely loving and just'
and couiageous lu giving what I be-- 1

lieve Christ himself would give you if
he were the pastor of Calvary chinch
In Milton today. So. during the talks, I

wish you would, witli me, try to see if
you think Christ would actually say
what 1 shall say lu his place. If Christ
were iu Milton today, 1 believe lie
would speak lo us about a good many
things lu Milton, ami he would speak
very plainly, aud ill many cases lie
might seem to lie .severe. Hut it would
be fur our good. Of course I am but
human in my weakness. 1 (.hull make.
mistakes, I shall probably say things
Christ would not say. Hut always go-

ing to tin- - source of all true help, the
spirit of truth, I shall, as best a man
may. speak as I truly believe Christ
would If he were your pastor. These
talks will be given ou the lirst Sunday
of every mouth. I cannol announce
tlie subjects, for they wl.ll be chosen
as the opportunities arise.

During the week Philip spent
hours of each day In learning the facts
concerning the town. One of the lirst
things he did was to buy an accurate
map of the place. He hung it up ou
the wall of his study and lu after days
found occasion In make good use of it,
lie spent afternoons walking over (lie
town, lie noted wilh special Interest
and earnestness tlie great brick mills
by the river, live enormous structures
with immense chimneys, out of which
poured great volumes of smoke. Some-
thing about the mills fascinated him.
They seemed like monsters of some
sort, grim, unfeeling, but terrible. As
one walked by them he seemed lo feel
the throbbing of the hearts of live crea-
tures, The iinpalnted tenements, ugly
in their unfailing similarity, affected
Philip wilh a sense of almost anger.
He had a keen and truthful taste in
matters of architecture, and those
boxes of houses offciu'cd every artistic
and homelike feeling in liltn, Coming
home one day past (lie tenements, he
found himself In an unknown street,
and for the curiosity of he undertook
to count the saloons on the street In
one block. There were over There
was a policeman on the corner as Phil-
ip readied the crossing, and lie In-

quired of Hie ollicer If he could tell llllil
who owned tho proiierly iu thu block

oontulMtig the nhloous.
"I believe most of the homes belong

to Mr. Winter, sir."
"Mr. William Winter?" tisiked Philip.
"Yen. I think that's the name, lie Is

the largest owner In the Ocean mill
yonder."

Philip thanked the ninn and went on
toward home. "William Winter!" he
exclaimed. "Is It possible that man
will accept a revenue from the renting
of Ida property to these vestibules of
hell? That man! One of the lending
members In my church! Chairman of
the board of trustees atid a lending citi-
zen of the place! It does not seem pos-
sible!"

Hut before the week was out Philip
had discovered facts that made Ids
heart burn with shame and Ids mind
rouse with indlguatlou. Property In
the town which was being used for sa-

loons, gambling houses and dens of
wickedness was owned In large part
by several of the most prominent mem-
bers of Ids church. There was 110

doubt of the fact. Philip, whose very
nature was frankness Itself, resolved
to go to these men and have a plain
talk with them about It. It seemed to
him like a monstrous evil that a Chris- -

thin believer, a church member, should
be renting his property to these dens of
vice and taking the money. He called
on Mr. Winter, but he was out of town
and would not bo back until Saturday
Might. He went to see another member
who was a large owner In one of the
mills and a heavy property owner. It
was not a pleasant thing to do, but
Philip boldly stated the precise reason
for his call and asked his member If It

"o ac, i, i.w- -uj,,

"Is it roii, mi brorhcr?
was true that he rented several houses
In a certain block where saloons and
atnbling houses were numerous. The

man looked at Philip, turned red and
ilually said It was a fact, but tone of
Philip's business.

"My dear brother," said Philip, wlt'i
a sad but winning smile, "you eanuot
imagine what it costs me to come to
you about tills matter. In one sense it
may seem to you like an Impertinent
meddling in your business. In another
sense It is only what I ought to do as
pastor of a church which Is dearer to
me than my life. Aud I have come to
jou as a brother lu Christ to nsk you
If It rooms to you like a thing which
Christ would approve that you, his
disciple, should allow the property
which has come into your hands that
you may use it for his glory and the
building up of ids kingdom to lie used
by the agents of the devil while you
reap the llnanclal benellt. Is It right,
my brother?"

The man to whom the question was
put made the usual excuses, that if lie
did not rent to these people other men
would, that there was no call for the
property by other partlen and if It were
not rented to objectionable people It
would lie empty at a dead loss, and so
forth To all of which Philip opposed
tlie iilaiu will of Cod, that all a man
has should be used in clean and honest
ways, and he could never sanction the
getting of money through such im-

moral channels. The man was Ilually
induced to acknowledge that it was not
Just the right thing lo do and especial-
ly for a church member. Hut when
Philip pressed lit to give up the whole
liiiiiiiltmtw I'nvotiiiii nml eli'Mi liinwelf
of t.0iIIlw.ton with It the property
owner looked aghast.

"Why, Mr. Strong, do you know
what you ask? Two-third- s of' the most
regular part of my Income Is derived
from these rents'. It Is out of the qucs- -

tlnli fin' me In DlMtll 1111 Villi ire
the the

men

There
holderthe

trouble

of
your duly. It

doesn't exactly
as society organized.
we can change the matter. Better not
try to do anything about Mr. Strong.

church stand by
in giving handsome support, but
men are

business Is meddled with."
Philip sat listening to speech,

und his grew whiter he
clinched his hands tighter as the man

ou. When hail finished,
iu low voice:

"Mr. you do not
If you any of conse-
quences prevent my speaking to
tlie members of my ou mat-
ter where It seems to ought to

In particular e

it is not my right but my
duty would shamed be-

fore my Master If did not
declare his lu regard lo tlie uses of
property. This question over

of private business, wilh
which no to meddle,
tlie domain of public safety, where
have right to demand places
which are to the life and morals
of young men of
town encouraged al-

lowed to subsist through use of
property controlled by men
of lullueuce community es-

pecially by the members of Christ's
brother." Philip on

painful pause, "before God,
whose presence wo shall al last,
am not In my view of mat-
ter? Would not Christ say to you Just
wlial.l am now saying?"

Mr. Hentley shrugged his
souieihlng about not trying

up business religion. Philip
looking at the reading It us

through through, bis heart
bursting in at the thought of what

man would do for the sake of money.
At ho saw
nothing by prolonging argument,
He with the swcul

frankness which chiirnctciized Ids
opening of the subject he "Hrolh-er- ,

wish lo tell you II Is my lu
trillion to speak of matter
.Sunday Ihe of my on
'Christ Modern Society.'

It Is something he would
about in public, speak of it
OB think would."

do your of course,
Mr. Strong," replied Hentley, some-
what coldly, Philip went feel-
ing as if he grappled with his
dragon In Milton ami to be
a one hard to What
hurl him ns much as the of spir-
itual fineness of apprehension
In his church member was the knowl-
edge as Hentley so coarsely

It, his salary whs hugely out
of the rentals of abodes. He
grew at as he dwelt upon
the disagreeable fact, as
back to the parsonage went up to.
Ills he grouued to think

It was possible through the price
men paid for souls.

"And because society Is as It Is!"
he exclaimed, as he burled his In
his hands leaned his elbows on his
desk, while Ills checks flushed hl.--i

heart quivered at tho thought of thn
vileness the money seeu

and heard which paid for very
desk at he wrote his sermons.

Philip Strong was not one to
give at the lliMt feeling of seem-
ing defeat. He did not harshly
condemn his members. He wondered
at their of spiritual life; to
his credit be it he did uot harshly
condemn. Only, ns Sunday approach-
ed, he grew clear in his own mind
ns to his duty In the matter. Kxpc-dleue- y

whispered to him: "Better wait.
have Just here.

people It only
cau?e unpleasant feelings do uo
good for you to launch out n cru-
sade against thiug right
There are so many of your members
Involved if certainly nllenatc
their support possibly to

compelled to your place ns
pastor if It do not drive away the
influential members.1

To all plea expediency Philip
replied. behind me. satau!"
He himself, lie might as

let the people know what he was
at the lirst. It was nol neces-
sary he should be their isislor If

would none; of him. It was nec-
essary he preach the truth boldly.

one question he asked himself
"Would Christ, .if he were

pastor of Calvary churcli in Milton to-

day, speak of the matter Sunday
speck regardless of all conse-

quences?" Philip asked question
honestly, and after long prayer
much communion the Divine ho

I believe lie would." It is
possible lie might have gained by
waiting or by working bis mem-
bers in private. Another man might
have inirsuetl method still
have courageous, true minister.

i? the story or Philip Slrong.
not of another Is what
he

When Sunday morning he
his pulpit the one

thought In mind he would simply
and frankly, iu his presentation of
subject, use the language and tlie spir-

it of his Master. He seen
property owners during the week, and
Ills Interviews were nearly till slnillai
.o the one Mr. Hentley. He had
not been abl to see Mr. Wllllajn Win-
ter, the chairman of the trustees, as

not returned home
Saturday night. saw

the churcli morning, just as
the choir rose to sing the anthem. He
was large, flue looking Philip
admired his physical appearance as he
marched down the aisle to his
which was the front, di-

rectly before the pulpit.
When the hymn bad the

offering taken, the prayer made, 1'hlllp
stepped out at one of pulpit
and reminded the congregation that,
according to his announcement of
week before, he would the of
his series of monthly talks on "Christ

Modern Society." His subject
morning, he said, was "The Itlght and
Wrong Uses of Property."

lie started out with the statement.
which he claimed was veiilled every

to the Lord of all the earth. When any
property comes within the con-

trol of it lie is nut at liberty to
uso it as if it his own his
alone, but as would have use
it to better the condition of life and
make men communities happier

more
this statemeut Philip on

to of tlie common which
men bad thai wealth houses and
lands their own to do as

pleased, he showed what
misery trouble had always (lowed
out of the falsehood
nations Individuals today In

tlie greatest distress because of the
wrong uses to which Cod's property
was put by men control of It.

It was to narrow the argu-
ment to tlie condition of iu
Milton. As he stepped from Ihe gener-
al to the particular began lo speak
of rental of saloons and houses of
gambling from property owners
Milton characterized such
use of Cod's property as wrong

it was to note tlie
effect on tlie congregation. Men

been listening complacently to
Philip's eloquent but quiet statements,
ns long as conllned himself to dis-

tant historical facts, suddenly
aware the pale laced, resolute
and loving young preacher up
was talking right nt them,
than one mill owner, merchant,

dealer even prot'e.'.slon-n- l

man writhed Inwardly nerv-

ously shifted iu Ids cushioned
as Philip spoke In tlie plainest
terms of the terrible example set
the world by the use of property
for purposes which deslrutilive to
all society shiiine to civiliza
tion Christianity, Philip con-

trolled his voice his manner admi-
rably, but he drove the
spared not. at uo time rose
above a quiet conversational tone,
it was dear distinct. audience
sat hushed lu spell of geuliie sen
eutlon, which dcepeued when, ut tlit

word of that allCod.where IIItoo nice in matter. All the prop-- 1

ertv iu Milton do the property that acquire is really
o:'y ":ltun rust funds,ofthing. man auy means

lu church deriving which the property Is In duty
""'1 iis steward. 1 he goldrevenue from Why, a large

I The silver Is t.od s. I he cat-ver- vpart or your salary is paid from these
rents. You get tIu ou 11 thousand hills, al land and

If vou trv to meddle In matter. I water privileges wealth of the
don't offense. 1 think you have ! rti aud the seas belong primarily
done I confess

seem the thing. Hut,
is I don't see that

it,
The likes you will

you
touchy when their pri-

vate
this
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epoke a
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think fear the

will
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me 1
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Lord and I

will
passes
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I have right Into
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a

fatal
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close of a tremendous sentenco which
swept through tho church like a red
hot lln inn, Mr. Winter suddenly arose
In his pew, passed out Into tho aisle
and marched deliberately down and
out of the door. Philip saw him aud
knew tho reason, but marched straight
on with his message, nnd no one, not
even his anxious wife, who endured
martyrdom for him that morning,
could delect any disturbance In Philip
from the mill owner's contemptuous
withdrawal.

When Philip closed with a prayer of
tender appeal that the spirit of truth
would make all hearts to behold the
truth as one soul, the audience remain-
ed seated longer than usual, still under
the lullueuce ot tho subject and the
morning's sensational service. All
through the day Philip felt a certalu
strain on him, which did not subside
even when the evening service was
over. Some of the members, notably
several of the mothers, thanked him
with tears lu their eyes for the morn-
ing message. Very few of the men
talked with him. .Mr. Winter did not
come out to the evening service, al-

though lie was one of the very few
men members who were invariably
present. Philip noted his absence, but
preached with his usual enthusiasm,
lie thought a larger number of stran-
gers was present than he had seen the
Sunday before. He was very tired
when the day was over.

The next morning as lie was getting
ready to go out for a visit to one of the
mills, the bell rang. He was near the
door and opened It. There stood Mr.
Winter. "I would like to see you for a
few moments, Mr. Strong, If you can
spare the time." said the mill owner,
without offering to take the hand Phil-
ip extended.

"Certainly. Will you come up to my
study?" asked Philip quietly.

The two men went up stairs, and
Philip shut the door, as be motioned
Mr. Winter to a seat and then sat
down opposite.

CHAPTER III.
"I have couie to see you about your

sermon of yesterday morning." began
Mr. Winter abruptly. "I consider
what yon said was a direct Insult to
me personally."

"Suppose I should say it was not so

Intended?" replied Philip, witli a good
nut tired smile.

"Then I should say you lied!" replied
Mr. Winter sharply.

Philip sat very still. And tlie two
men eyed each other in silence for a
moment. The minister reached out his
hand and laid it on tlie other's arm,
saying as he did so: "My brother, you
cevtalnly did not come into my house
to accuse me unjustly of wronging
you? I am willing to talk the matter
over in a frleudly spirit, but I will uot
listen to personal abuse."

There was .something in the tone and
manner of this declaration that sub-
dued tlie mill owner a little. He was
an older man than Philip by 'JO years,
but a man of quick and ungoverned
temper. He had come to see the mJn-iste- r

while In a heat of passion, and
the way Philip received him, the calm-
ness and dignity of Ills attitude,
thwarted his purpose. He wauled lo
find a man ready to quarrel. Instead
he found a man ready to talk reason.
Mr. Winter replied, after a pause, dur-
ing which he controlled himself by a
great effort:

"I consider that you purposely select-
ed nie as guilty of conduct unworthy
a church siember and a Christian and
made me the target of your remarks
yesterday. And I wish to say that such
preaching will never do iu Calvary
church while I am one of its mem-
bers."

"Of course you refer to the matter
of renting your property to saloon men
and to halls for gambling ami other
evil uses," said Philip bluntly. "Are
you the only member of Calvary
church who lets his property Tor such
purposes?"

"It Is not a preacher's business to
pry into the affairs of his church mem-

bers'." replied Mr. Winter, growing
more excited again. "That is what I
object to."

"Iu the lirst place. Mr. Winter," said
Philip steadily, "let us settle the right
and wrongs of the whole business. Is
it right for a Christian man, u church
member, to rent his properly for sa
loons and vicious resorts where human
life is ruined?"

"That is not the question."
"What is?" Philip asked, with his

eyes wide open to the other's face.
Mr. Winter answered sullenly: "The

question is whether our business af-
fairs, those of other men with me, are
to be dragged into the Sunday church
services and made the occasion of per-

sonal attacks upon us. I for one will
not sit aud listen to auy such preach-
ing."

"Hut aside from the matter of pri-

vate business, Mr Winter, let us settle
whether what you aud others are doing
is right. Will you let the other matter
rest a moment and tell me what Is thu
duty of a Christian lu the Use of his.
properly?"

"It Is my property, and if I or my
agent choose to rent it to a not her man
In a legal, business way, that is my af-

fair. I do not recognize that you have
anything to do wilh It."

"Not if I am convinced that you are
doing what Is harmful to the y

and the church?"
"You have no business to meddle In

our private u trail's!" replied Mr. Win-

ter angrily. "And if you intend to pur-

sue thai method of preaching i shall
withdraw my support, and most of the
influential, paying members will follow
my example."

It was a cowardly threat on the part
of the excited mill owner, and it roused
Philip more than if lie had been phys-
ically Mapped In the face. If there
was anything In all the world that stir-

red Philip to his oceanic depths of
feeling, it was an Intimation that he
was iu tlie ministry for pay or tlie sal-
ary, and so must be afraid of losing the
support of those members who wer
able to pay largely. He clinched his
lingers around the arms, of his study
chair until his nails bent on the hard
wood. Ills scorn and Indignation burn-
ed lu his face, although his voice was
calm enough.

"Mr. Winter, this whole affair Is a

matter of the most profound principle
wilh me. AV long ns live 1 shall be-

lieve that a Christian man lias uo more
rigid to rent his property for a saloot
than he has to run a saloon himself
Aud as loug as I live I shall also be-

lieve that It Is a minister's duty to
preach to his church plainly upon mut

ters which bear upon flic right and
wrong of life, no matter what Is In-

volved In those matters. Are money
and houses and lands of such a charac-
ter that tho uso of thorn has no bearing
on moral questions, and they are there-
fore to be left out of the preaching ma-
terial of the pulpit? It Is my convic-
tion that many men of property In this
age are coming to regard their business
as separate and removed from Cod and
all relation to him. The business men
of today do not regard their property
as Cod's. They always speak of It as
theirs. And they resent any interfer-
ence,' as you cull It. on the part of the
pulpit. Nevertheless I say it plainly, I
regard the renting of these houses by
you and other business men In tho
church to the whisky men and the cor-
rupters of youth as wholly wrong an.l
so wrong that the Christian minister
who would keep silent when he knew
the facts would be guilty of unspeak-
able cowardice and disloyalty to hU
Lord. As to your threat of withdrawal
of support, sir. do you suppose I would
be In the ministry If I were afraid of
the rich men lit my congregation? It
shows that you are not yet acquainted
Willi nie. It would not hurt you to
know me better!"

All the time Philip was talking his
manner was that of dignified indigmi-Ho-

His anger was never coarse or
vulgar. But when he was roused, as
lie was now, be spoke with a total ills
regard for all coming consequence
For the time being he felt as purhap-- t

one of the old Hebrew prophets used to
feel when the flame of Inspired wrath
burned up iu tho soul of the messenger
of Hod.

The man who sat opposite was com-
pelled to keep silent until Philip hnn
said what he had to say. It was Im-
possible for hm to interrupt. Also it
was (dit of the question that a iiihii
like Mr. Winter should understand u

nature like that of Philip Strong. He
was white to the lips with passion and
so excited that his hands trembled ami
his voice shook as he replied to Philip!

"You shall answer for these Insulin
sir. I withdraw my church pledge, aiu
you will see whether the business met
In the church will sustain such prem H
lng." And Mr. Winter Hung hlmsel'
out of the study and down stairs, for.
getting to take his hat. which he had
carried up witli him. Philip caught It
up and went down stairs with it,
reaching him just as lie was going out
of the front door. He said simply,
"You forgot your hat. sir." Mr. Winter
took it without a word and went out,
shimming the door hard bphind him.

Philip turned around, and there stood
his wife. Her face was very anxious.

"Tell me all about It. Philip." she
Sunday evening they had talked

over the fact of Mr. Winter' walkius

1WT

vTok nhnll answer far these tnxults, Mr."
out of tlie church during the service
Hid had anticipated some trouble.
Philip related the facts of Mr. Winter s
Visit, telling his wife some things tho
mill owner had said.

"What did you say, Philip, to make
him so angry? Did you ghe him a
piece of your mind?"

"I gave him the whole of It." replied
Philip, somewhat grimly, "at least all
of it on that particular subject that he
could stand."

"Oh, dear! It seems too bad to have
this trouble come so hoon! What will
Mr. Winter do? He is very wealthy
and influential. Do you think are yo'i
sure that In this matter you have done
Just right, just for the best. Philip? It
is going to be very uuplesaut for
you."

"Well. Sarah. I would not do differ-
ently from what I have done. What
have I done? I have simply preached
Cud's truth, as I plainly see it. to my
churcli. And if I do not do that, what
business have 1 In the ministry at all'
I i egret this personal encounter witli
Mr. Winter, but I don't see how I

could avoid It."
"Did you lose your temper?"
"No."
"There was some very loud talking,

1 could hear It away in the kitchen."
"Well, you know, Sarah, the more in

dlgnant I get the less Inclined I feci to

'holler.' It was Mr. Winter you heard.
He was verj much excited when hit
came, and nothing that 1 could conscl.
entloiisly say would have made auy
difference with him."

"Did you ask him to pray over ilm
matter with you?"

"No. 1 do not think he was In a pray-
ing mood."

"Were you?"
Philip hesitated a moment and then

replied seriously: "Yes, 1 truly believn
I was-th- at Is. I should not have been
ashamed at any part of the Interview
to put myself into loving commuuiou
wilh my Heavenly rather."

Mrs. Strong still looked disturbed
and anxious. SJie was going over iu

her mint! the probable result of Mi.
Winter's antagonism to the minister,
!t looked to her like a very serious
thing. Philip was inclined to treat the
affair with a calm philosophy, based
on ihe knowledge that ills consclcnci
was clear of all fault In the matter.

"What do you suppose Mr, Winter
will do?" Mrs. Strong asked.

"He threatened lo withdraw his
financial support and said other payluuj
members would do the same."

"Do yon think they will?"
"I don't know. 1 shouldn't wonder if

they do."
"What will you do then? It will bf

dreadful to have n disturbance In the
church of this kind, Philip. It will
ruin your prospects here. You will not
be able to work uutlcr all that flic
tlou."

And the minister's wil'o suddenly


